28o          CONTROLLING WEEDS IN THE GARDEN

according to when I take my vacation and anything that I can mulch,
I do. A friend of mine once said that my back yard was so nice during
the summer, it was a shame that I couldn't enjoy it. The more I
thought of it, the funnier it sounded. Mulch in the garden has made it
possible to enjoy my back yard. Too many people get only a worm's
view of their gardens, because they spend so much time on their hands
and knees getting rid of weeds.

The method of using a mulch depends on the size of the material
and the crop to be planted. Potatoes can be planted and immediately
covered with a straw mulch. The plants will come up through the
straw. Tomatoes may be set through the mulch, or the material may be
worked around the plants. If they are set very early, it may be desirable
to let the soil get warm before the mulch is applied. This is especially
true if the soil is heavy. On the light sandy soils, the mulching material
should be applied as soon as possible. Liquid fertilizer should be used
and can be poured through the mulching material. Strawberries are
mulched during the late fall by covering the whole plant. In the spring
part of the mulch is removed and the remainder is raked to the center
between the rows. Blueberries can be grown on high ground if a four-
inch layer of salt-hay mulch is applied between the plants. The yields
may be even better than in low ground. Muskmelons should be
mulched when they are set in the garden, but squashes and pumpkins
do not need a mulch, as the leaves soon shade the ground sufficiently
to keep weeds from starting. Snap beans grow so quickly that it is
hardly worth while to apply a mulch. Lima beans, pole beans, and
sweet corn should be mulched after the plants are up.

Enough mulch should be applied to keep weeds from growing
through; therefore, if coarse materials are used, a thicker mulch-layer
must be made than if finely divided materials are used. A ton of straw
will usually mulch a small garden, as three tons will mulch an acre of
tomatoes.

When it comes to choosing the material, the price is usually the de-
termining factor. However, where any appreciable amount of mulch is
to be used, it may be well to keep in mind that plants which tend to
grow too rapidly should be mulched with straw or material that is low
in nitrogen. For plants that tend to grow slowly, green grass or clover
hay will be much better both as a mulch and as a source of nutrients.

Controlling Weeds in the Garden

Even though a mulch seems to be the last word in the control of
weeds, there are times when a mulch cannot be used or is not available.